
Life after High School
Senior Readiness

Monday, September 25th, 2023
Spencer Newsom & Elizabeth Jewell

The Adventure Starts Now!



Welcome Class of 2024!

Our Mission
College and Career Center

Room 137 
We are committed to
helping our students
discover their greatest
potential. Our hope is
that our students here
at PFHS will find what
gives them purpose as
they begin to plan for
life after high school. 

Spencer Newsom 
PFHS College and Career Advisor
spencer.newsom@sd273.com

Elizabeth Jewell 
TRiO ETS Advisor
elizabeth.jewell@sd273.com



Financial Aid

College and Career
Center Services
Stop by 137 anytime... 

College Preparedness Military
College Applications
Housing Applications
Priority deadlines/dates
Standardized Testing - SAT/ACT
Resume Templates
Letters of Recommendations

National Scholarships
Local Scholarships
FAFSA

Pell Grants
Work-Study
Federal Loans

Help get in contact with    
recruiter

Workforce and
Apprentice Training
Program info
Launch Funds

Career Searches
Next Steps Idaho - Career Finder PFHS College and Career Website

https://swagoner66.wixsite.com/collegeandcareer


During both lunches
College Info Sessions

College Preparedness

October 23rd, 24th, 25th
Help students apply to college.
Students can explore military and
workforce options if that is their path.
 Scholarship help

College App Week/Next Steps Week

University of Montana - October 20th
College Campus Tours



College Admissions Process

Social Security Number
Personal Email
Home Address
Idea of chosen major
If possible do not choose general studies

Have Info Readily Available: 

Lists requirements for admissions to college
States due dates for paperwork/info (FAFSA,
SAT/ACT scores, etc.)
Application process

College Websites: 

This letter will be sent out late Fall or early
Spring. 

Letters of Acceptance:



College Application
Tracker Tool

Come to Room 137 or find under student resources 
on the College and Career website.



ACT

Test Optional CollegesFind practice at act.org

Some schools have chosen to be test optional - please
be sure to check each school your student is interested
in. 

Test optional schools still take in account GPA and may
require students to take an assessment to be placed into
the correct level of math and English courses.

Standardized 
Testing

SAT
Find practice at khanacademy.org



Idaho’s guide in helping you
prepare for life after high

school.

Next Steps Idaho
Resources



nextsteps.idaho.gov

nextsteps.idaho.gov 

http://nextsteps.idaho.gov/


Next Steps Tools Resume & Cover Letter Builder

Self-Assessment Tools

Students can save their work, 
if they create a Next Steps Idaho account.

 
nextsteps.idaho.gov



Idaho Campus Choice

Students should receive their letter during
the first week of October. 

Letter to seniors letting them know which
colleges in Idaho they have the choice to
apply to and be guaranteed admissions.

Students still have to apply, either using
Apply Idaho or directly on the college’s
website. 

nextsteps.idaho.gov



Jenni Kimball - OSBE, College and Career Advising Program Manager 

https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/assets/uploads/2023/09/Idaho-Campus-Choice-Letters_for-NextStepsIdaho.pdf


Jenni Kimball - OSBE, College and Career Advising Program Manager 



Apply Idaho

Boise State University
University of Idaho
Lewis-Clark State College
Idaho State Unviversity
North Idaho College
College of Idaho
College of Eastern Idaho
College of Southern Idaho
College of Western Idaho
Northwest Nazarene University

State of Idaho Common App 

No Application Fee
Opens - October 3rd

Recommended that students apply to 2 or
3 at a time, not all 10.

nextsteps.idaho.gov



Jenni Kimball - OSBE, College and Career Advising Program Manager 



Jenni Kimball - OSBE, College and Career Advising Program Manager 



Jenni Kimball - OSBE, College and Career Advising Program Manager 



Jenni Kimball - OSBE, College and Career Advising Program Manager 



Jenni Kimball - OSBE, College and Career Advising Program Manager 



Scholarship Idaho

Idaho Opportunity Scholarship

Idaho Governor’s Cup Scholarship

New! - Idaho LAUNCH Scholarship

State of Idaho Scholarships

Opens on October 3rd

nextsteps.idaho.gov



Jenni Kimball - OSBE, College and Career Advising Program Manager 



Jenni Kimball - OSBE, College and Career Advising Program Manager 



Grant Program for Idaho graduating seniors.
One-time opportunity  to have 80% of tuition and
fees at eligible institutions.
Maximum amount of  $8,000
Must be enrolled to start, Fall semester after
graduation. 
Complete the Senior Project.
Major or training aligned to an in-demand career.

What is Launch?

https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/assets/uploads/2023/09/In-Demand-Career-List-DRAFT.pdf


Local Scholarships 

Most are specifically for PFHS Students

Will be posted in the College and Career
Center (Room 137) and on the College and
Career Website. 

***Website link is located on the front page
of the Post Falls High School website. 

Local Scholarships are available at the

start of 2nd semester. 



FAFSA will not open until
December 2023

The Application is being
completely redone. 

FSA ID needs to be done
one week in advance. 

Federal Tax Info from 2022

FAFSA Updates 2023



FAFSA - Pell Grants

Federal Grant that student
does not pay back. 

Depends on students
financial need.

$7,395 current max Pell
grant.



Federal Loans vs Private Loans

FAFSA (Federal Government)
Low, fixed interest rate(5.5%)
Income based repayment
plans
Subsidized or Unsubsidized 

Loans - available to students to help 
cover the additional costs of college 
after scholarships and grants are exhausted. 

Non-federal, Private Lender
Bank or Credit Union
Require Credit Check
Typically higher interest rate

Federal Loans Private Loans



Next Steps Idaho 
Fafsa Webinar

November 9th 
and 

December 7th

Please watch both student and
parent emails for details. 



PFHS FAFSA Nights

January 17th
January 22nd
February 7th
February 26th

PFHS Library
6:00pm to 8:00pm

***FSA ID must be created one week
prior to completing FAFSA form. 



PFHS FAFSA Nights
January 17th
PFHS Library
6:00pm to 8:00pm

Sign up on the FAFSA night form for
January 17th. 

Space is limited to 20 families.



Thank You!
Questions? 

Spencer Newsom - spencer.newsom@sd273.com

Elizabeth Jewell - elizabeth.jewell@sd273.com


